-^ Nunnery Visitation
ment, that they who find it expedient to visit the nunneries shall cause
the statutes here decreed to be exactly obeyed." Upon this John of
Ayton remarks (omitting his formal references to Canon Law):
Cause to be obeyed! but certainly this almost passeth the
wit of mortal man ; therefore we must here insert the proviso
"so far as in them Iieth."...For the nuns answer roundly to
these statutes, as to others which have been decreed to check
their wantonness; " The men who made these statutes sat
well at their ease when they decreed these things against us,
imposing such hard and intolerable restrictions!" Therefore
we see plainly that these statutes are kept either ill or not at
all. Wherefore then did the Holy Fathers thus labour to
beat the air? yet certainly their labour was not the less
meritorious. Now the reasons why these constitutions are not
kept in practice is twofold, springing from detestable faults
on both sides; partly through damnable negligence on the
prelates' part, and partly through hardened obstinacy and
contumacious wantonness on the part of their subjects;
although, in justice, their punishment should be increased in
proportion to their contumacy.
16      WOMEN'S LABOUR
Riley, Memorials of London^ 1868, p. 277. A.D. 1355 (from the
Ordinances of the Braelers, or makers of braces). Cf. Miss A. Abranfs
article on "Women Traders in Medieval London" (Economic Journal^
June, 1916),
...Also, that no one of the said trade shall be so daring as
to set any woman to work in his trade, other than his wedded
wife or his daughter.
17     SERVANTS BY COMPULSION
The Cwentry Leet Book> E.E.T.S., Part IL p. 545.
Also that no senglewoman, beyng in good hele1 and myghty
in body to labour within the age of fifty yeres, take nor kepe
frohensfurtn housez nor chambres be themself *; nor that [they]
take eny Ghambre within eny other persone, but that they go
to service till they.be maried, uppon the peyn who doth the
contrarie to lese8 at the first defalt vj s. viij d. and at the ij*5
1 health.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    a by themselves.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   * lose.-^ Nunnery Visitation
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